History

HISTORY MAJOR AND MINOR

Note: Courses designated by an underscore are offered on
the Imperial Valley Campus. All courses are available at the
San Diego campus.

Faculty

Emeritus: Polich
Assistant Professor: Herrera

History Major

With the B.A. Degree in Liberal Arts and Sciences
(Major Code: 22051)

All candidates for a degree in liberal arts and sciences must
complete the graduation requirements listed in the section of
this bulletin on “Graduation Requirements.” No more than
48 units in history courses can apply to the degree.

A minor is not required with this major. However, if you
are interested in a minor in history, see below.

Preparation for the Major. History 100, 101, and six
units selected from History 105, 106, 109, 110, 115, or
116. (12 units)

Language Requirement. Students will be required to
successfully complete the third college semester or fifth col-
lege quarter or four years of high school in one foreign lan-
guage to fulfill the graduation requirement. Refer to section of
bulletin on “Graduation Requirements.”

Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement. Stu-
dents must have fulfilled the Writing Proficiency Assessment
with a score of 10 or above before taking History 400W and
earn a grade of C (2.0) or better. See page 25 in “Graduation
Requirements” section for a complete listing of requirements.

Major. A minimum of 30 upper division units in history to
include History 400W; three units from History 450W, 451,
or 452, and a minimum of nine units in field (@) Thematic,
Comparative, and Interdisciplinary History; six units in field
(b) The Ancient through Early Modern World; and nine units
in field (c) The Modern World. At least nine upper division
units must be at the 500-level. Up to six units from other
departments may be applied to the history major upon writ-
ten approval of the undergraduate adviser. It is the student’s
obligation to determine which courses fulfill his/her field
requirements.

History Minor

The minor in history consists of a minimum of 18 units in
history to include six sequential units in the lower division.
Twelve units must be in upper division history, distributed in
no more than two of the fields listed under the history major.

Courses in the minor may not be counted toward the
major, but may be used to satisfy preparation for the major
and general education requirements, if applicable. A mini-
mum of six upper division units must be completed in resi-
dence at San Diego State University.
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Courses (HIST)

Refer to Curricula and Courses and University Policies sections of this
bulletin for explanation of the course numbering system, unit or
credit hour, prerequisites, and related information.

LOWER DIVISION COURSES

HIST 100. World History (3)

Growth of civilizations and interrelationships of peoples of
Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas to 1500.

HIST 109. American History to Reconstruction (3)
(CAN HIST 8) (109 + 110: CAN HIST SEQ B)

United States history from pre-colonial societies to Recon-
struction. Contact of cultures, patterns of settlement, contests
over racial, ethnic, religious, class, gender, regional, and
national identities and institutions. Satisfies the American
Institutions requirement in American history and United
States Constitution.

HIST 110. American History Since the Civil War (3)
(CAN HIST 10) (109 + 110: CAN HIST
SEQ B)

United States history since the Civil War. Development of
U.S. economy, urbanization, social and cultural change,
emergence of U.S. as a world power, struggles over Ameri-
can identifies and institutions. Satisfies the American Institu-
tions requirement in American history and California
government.

UPPER DIVISION COURSES
(Intended for Undergraduates)

HIST 400W. Historian’s Craft (3)

Prerequisites: Twelve units in history including History
100, 101, and six units selected from History 105, 106,
109, 110, 115, or 116. Satisfies Graduation Writing Assess-
ment Requirements for students who have completed 60
units; completed Writing Proficiency Assessment or Transfer
Writing Assessment (taken after June 2002) with a score of 8
or higher (or earned a C or higher in RWS 95, RWS 96,
RWS 280, RWS 281, or LING 281 if score on WPA or TWA
was 7 or lower); and completed General Education require-
ments in Composition and Critical Thinking. Proof of com-
pletion of prerequisites required: Test scores or
verification of exemption; copy of transcript.

Theory and practice of history through writing. Historical
theory, use of evidence, research methods, bibliography, his-
toriography, and historical interpretation in some field of his-
tory.
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HIST 450W. The Writing of History (3)

Prerequisites: History 400W with a grade of C (2.0) or
better and a minimum of 15 upper division units in history.
Satisfies Graduation Writing Assessment Requirements for
students who have completed 60 units; completed Writing
Proficiency Assessment or Transfer Writing Assessment
(taken after June 2002) with a score of 8 or higher (or earned
a C or higher in RWS 95, RWS 96, RWS 280, RWS 281, or
LING 281 if score on WPA or TWA was 7 or lower); and
completed General Education requirements in Composition
and Critical Thinking. Proof of completion of prerequi-
sites required: Test scores or verification of exemption;
copy of transcript.

Historical methods and research in selected aspects of his-
tory. Includes a major research paper based on primary
sources.

HIST 499. Special Study (1-3) L, II

Prerequisite: Consent of department chair and instructor.
Individual study. Maximum credit six units.

Field (a). Thematic, Comparative, and
Interdisciplinary History

UPPER DIVISION COURSE
(Intended for Undergraduates)

HIST 440. The Holocaust and Western
Civilization (3)

Prerequisites: Upper division standing, and completion of
the General Education requirement in Foundations II.C.,
Humanities.

German campaign to eliminate Jews during World War II.
AntiSemitic background, both Christian and racial; rise of
Adolf Hitler and implementation of “the final solution”;
responses by Jews and non-Jews in the Western world.

HIST 486. World War I (3)

Causes of World War I, its course, and its legacy for
today’s world.

UPPER DIVISION COURSE

(Acceptable for a graduate degree only with PRIOR
approval of the graduate adviser.)

HIST 584. Topics in Environmental History (3)

Prerequisite: Upper division standing.

Variable topics in environmental history may include:
Press, politics, environment, world environmental history,
water and society. See Class Schedule for specific topic. May
be repeated with new content. Maximum credit six units.

Field (b). The Ancient Through Early Modern World

UPPER DIVISION COURSES
(Intended for Undergraduates)

HIST 409. United States History for Teachers (3)

Prerequisites: Upper division standing and satisfactory
completion of Writing Competency requirement. Limited to
liberal studies majors.

United States history from pre-colonial period through
Reconstruction with emphasis on historiography, bibliogra-
phy, and relationship between philosophy of history and
teaching. Satisfies the American Institutions requirement in
American history and United States constitution. Required of
social science single subject majors. Not open to students
with credit in History 310A or 413 or liberal studies majors.

HIST 411. World History for Teachers (3)

Prerequisites: Upper division standing, satisfactory com-
pletion of Writing Competency requirement, and at least
three units selected from History 100, 101, 105, 106, 115,
or 116.

Topics in world history from paleolithic times to sixteenth
century emphasizing comparative analysis, interrelations
among societies, and large-scale patterns of change. Various
approaches to conceptualizing and teaching world history.
Intended primarily for students in teacher preparation pro-
grams.

HIST 413. United States History for Teachers for
Liberal Studies Majors (3)

Prerequisites: Upper division standing and satisfactory
completion of Writing Competency requirement. Limited to
liberal studies majors.

United States history from pre-colonial period to World
War [, incorporating California with emphasis on historiogra-
phy and relationship between philosophy of history and
teaching. Satisfies the American Institutions requirement in
American history and United States constitution. Required of
liberal studies majors. Not open to students with credit in His-
tory 409.

HIST 415. Pre-Contact and Colonial Latin
America (3)

Prerequisite: Completion of the General Education
requirement in Foundations II.C., Humanities required for
nonmajors.

Indigenous and colonial history of Latin America, pre-con-
tact through early national period.

HIST 420. Asia’s Dynamic Traditions (3)

Prerequisite: Completion of the General Education
requirement in Foundations II.C., Humanities required for
nonmajors.

Emergence and continuing vitality of historic traditions in
India, China, and Japan. Topical, comparative survey
emphasizing Confucian, Buddhist, and Hindu ideas and the
interaction with institutions of family and village.
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UPPER DIVISION COURSE

(Acceptable for a graduate degree only with PRIOR
approval of the graduate adviser.)

HIST 550. Colonial Mexico (3)

Prerequisite: History 115, 116, 415, or 416.

Social history of Mexico from pre-contact through early
national period using primary and secondary sources. Pro-
cesses of social and cultural negotiation involving gender, reli-
gion, environment, medicine, and urban experience.

Field (c). The Modern World

UPPER DIVISION COURSES
(Intended for Undergraduates)

HIST 408. Modern Europe (3)

Prerequisite: Completion of the General Education
requirement in Foundations II.C., Humanities required for
nonmajors.

Modern Europe from French Revolution to present.
Social, cultural, economic, political, and intellectual trends,
development of nation-states, and sources of continental con-
flict.

HIST 410. United States History for Teachers (3)

Prerequisites: Upper division standing and satisfactory
completion of Writing Competency requirement.

United States history since Civil War with emphasis on
historiography, bibliography, and relationship between phi-
losophy of history and teaching. Satisfies the American Insti-
tutions requirement in American history and California
government.

HIST 412. Modern World History for Teachers (3)

Prerequisites: Upper division standing, satisfactory com-
pletion of Writing Competency requirement, and at least
three units selected from History 100, 101, 105, 106, 115,
116.

Topics in world history from the beginning of the sixteenth
century to the present emphasizing world-scale patterns of
change and cross-cultural comparisons. Various approaches
to conceptualizing and teaching world history. Intended pri-
marily for students preparing to teach history in secondary
schools.
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HIST 416. Modern Latin America (3)

Prerequisite: Completion of the General Education
requirement in Foundations II.C., Humanities required for
nonmajors.

History of Latin America, early national period to present.

HIST 421. Asia’s Emerging Nations (3)

Prerequisite: Completion of the General Education
requirement in Foundations II.C., Humanities required for
nonmajors.

Historic changes which have contributed to the rise of
modern Japan, India, and China. Topical, comparative
approach emphasizing ways Asian societies have responded
to challenges of imperialism, nationalism, revolution, war,
and modernization.

HIST 445. California History (3)

California history from pre-colonial societies to present.
Emphasis on early colonial societies, economy, environment,
politics, race, gender, and California’s place in popular cul-
ture. Not open to students with credit in History 444 and 445
if both courses were taken prior to fall 2004.

UPPER DIVISION COURSE

(Acceptable for a graduate degree only with PRIOR
approval of the graduate adviser.)

HIST 551. Modern Mexico (3)

Prerequisite: History 115, 116, 415, or 416.

Social history of Mexico since early national period using
primary and secondary sources. Processes of social and cul-
tural negotiation involving gender, religion, environment,
medicine, and urban experience.
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