Interdisciplinary Studies

OFFICE: Manchester Hall 3320
TELEPHONE: 619-594-5215
FAX: 619-594-0189

E-MAIL: gra@mail.sdsu.edu
http://gra.sdsu.edu

General Information

When the existing advanced degree programs of the university do
not adequately meet certain special needs and interests, a student
may propose a Master of Arts or Master of Science degree in Interdis-
ciplinary Studies. This degree program provides the unusually well-
qualified student an opportunity for individualized graduate study
composed of coursework in at least two but not more than three
departments or schools at SDSU. The Division of Graduate Affairs
administers this program following procedures established by the
Graduate Council.

The proposed program must not be substantially available in a cur-
rent graduate program offered at the university, and it must have ade-
quate focus and coherence in cognate disciplines. Prerequisite
courses may be required to support the courses in the student’s pro-
gram of study.

A graduate supervisory committee and a field of study shall be
chosen, subject to the approval of the dean of the Division of Graduate
Affairs, in consultation with the Student Affairs Committee of the Grad-
uate Council. The supervisory committee shall consist of not less than
three full-time faculty representative of the areas in which the student
intends to pursue the degree. The graduate dean or designee shall
serve as an ex officio member of the committee.

Since the inception of this program in 1977, individual students
have undertaken graduate programs in such subjects as animal
behavior, environmental economics, environmental resource manage-
ment, folklore and mythology, infant development, learning interface
design molecular biology, museum studies, paleobiology, primitive
Christianity, and sports psychology.

Admission to Graduate Study

In addition to satisfying the requirements for admission to the uni-
versity with classified graduate standing, as described in Part Two of
this bulletin, the student must (1) possess an academic background
appropriate to the proposed program and have achieved an under-
graduate grade point average of 3.0; and (2) complete the GRE Gen-
eral Test with a satisfactory score on the verbal and quantitative
sections. Since an approved course of study is required for classified
admission of this major, applicants may be admitted to the university in
conditionally classified status pending formal approval of a program of
study. Students admitted conditionally must meet with the associate
dean of the Division of Graduate Affairs as soon as possible after
admission to the program. If the proposed curriculum is not approved,
the student will have the option of applying for admission to an alterna-
tive advanced degree program.

Students applying for admission should electronically submit the
university application available at http://www.csumentor.edu along
with the $55 application fee.

Administered by the Division of Graduate Affairs

All applicants must submit admissions materials separately to
SDSU Graduate Admissions and to the Division of Graduate Affairs.

Graduate Admissions
The following materials should be submitted as a complete pack-
age directly to:
Graduate Admissions
Enroliment Services
San Diego State University
San Diego, CA 92182-7416
(1) Official transcripts (in sealed envelopes) from all postsecond-
ary institutions attended;
Note:

e Students who attended SDSU need only submit tran-
scripts for work completed since last attendance.

e Students with international coursework must submit both
the official transcript and proof of degree. If documents
are in a language other than English, they must be
accompanied by a certified English translation.

(2) GRE scores (http://www.ets.org, SDSU institution code 4682);
(8) TOEFL score, if medium of instruction was in a language other
than English (http://www.ets.org, SDSU institution code 4682).
Division of Graduate Affairs
The following materials should be submitted by November 1 for
admission for the spring semester and May 1 for the fall semester to:
Associate Dean
Division of Graduate Affairs
San Diego State University
5500 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92182-8020
(1) Three letters of recommendation (in sealed and signed enve-
lopes) from persons in a position to judge academic ability;

(2) One essay explaining the rationale for using the Interdiscipli-
nary Studies program as the vehicle for the master’'s degree.
State concisely why you wish to pursue the interdisciplinary
studies major including career objectives. Explain why existing
campus programs cannot meet your academic objectives.

Advancement to Candidacy

In addition to satisfying the general requirements of the university
for advancement to candidacy, as stated in Part Two of this bulletin,
the student must satisfy the special requirements for advancement
defined by the supervisory committee in the official program of study.
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Interdisciplinary Studies

Specific Requirements for the
Master’s Degree
(Major Code: 49993)

1. In addition to satisfying the requirements for classified graduate
standing and the basic requirements for the master’s degree, as
described in Part Two of this bulletin, the student must complete a
graduate program of at least 30 units of courses acceptable for
advanced degree credit.

2. The official program of study must reflect careful and deliberate
planning. The selection and level of courses will be based on the
best standards and practices of the disciplines involved. Normally
no more than nine units taken prior to approval of the official pro-
gram of study may apply to the degree.

3. In consultation with the supervisory committee, the student will
determine the subject of the research for a thesis that will be com-
pleted as the culminating experience in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree.

General Procedures for the Program

1. After meeting with the associate dean of the Division of Graduate
Affairs, a student interested in being formally considered for the
Interdisciplinary Studies program should complete and follow the
instructions on the form, “Request for Permission to Pursue an
Interdisciplinary Studies Master's Degree,” which is available in
the Division of Graduate Affairs. The applicant must initially seek
out a potential faculty adviser and two additional faculty members
who have the expertise and interest in advising and supporting the
applicant in the proposed program of study.

2. When the student’s portion of the form has been completed, the
major adviser selected, and other potential supervisory committee
members contacted, an appointment with the associate dean of
the Division of Graduate Affairs should be arranged. In some
instances, both the applicant and the proposed major adviser
should be present at this meeting. Other proposed committee
members are welcome to participate in these discussions.

3. Following this meeting and after making any modifications to the
proposed program eventuating from it, the student must present
for approval the “Request for Permission to Pursue an Interdiscipli-
nary Studies Master's Degree” to the chairs of departments in
which courses are being proposed and to the deans of colleges
responsible for these academic units.

4. The student will then present the “Request,” endorsed with appro-
priate departmental and college recommendations, to the Division
of Graduate Affairs, where it will be reviewed by the Student Affairs
Committee of the Graduate Council. Upon the recommendation of
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that committee, the “Request” will be forwarded to the associate
dean, whose final endorsement will certify that the “Request” has
been approved as an official program of study, that the supervi-
sory committee has been formally appointed, and that the student
has been granted classified graduate standing for the purpose of
pursuing the interdisciplinary major.

5. Virtually all other requirements for this major are the same as those
for other master's degree programs, as specified in this bulletin.
Special questions should be directed to the chair of the supervi-
sory committee or to the Division of Graduate Affairs.

Refer to Courses and Curricula and Regulations of the Division of Graduate
Affairs sections of this bulletin for explanation of the course numbering system,
unit or credit hour, prerequisites, and related information.

GRADUATE COURSES (INT S)

INT S 690. Seminar in Research Ethics (1) Cr/NC
Prerequisite: Admission to graduate study.

Core content areas that influence responsible conduct of research
including research misconduct, data management, use of animal and
human subjects, conflict of interest and commitment, authorship, pub-
lication and peer review, and collaboration and mentoring. Intended
for graduate students involved in research projects.

INT S 797. Research (1-3) Cr/NC/RP

Prerequisites: Advancement to candidacy and completion of Spe-
cial Study Request Form.

Independent research in a specialized subject. Maximum six units
applicable to a master’s degree.

INT S 798. Special Study (1-3) Cr/NC/RP
Prerequisite: Completion of Special Study Request Form.

Independent study. Maximum credit six units applicable to a mas-
ter's degree.

INT S 799A. Thesis or Project (3) Cr/NC/RP

Prerequisites: An officially appointed thesis committee and
advancement to candidacy.

Preparation of a project or thesis for the master’s degree.

INT S 799B. Thesis or Project Extension (0) Cr/NC

Prerequisite: Prior registration in Thesis 799A with an assigned
grade symbol of RP.

Registration in any semester or term following assignment of RP in
Course 799A in which the student expects to use the facilities and
resources of the university; also the student must be registered in the
course when the completed thesis or project is granted final approval.
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